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Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado.

Mr. Speaker, as America’s school-
children go back to the schoolhouse, I
wonder what they must think of their
obligation to obey the rules, and when
the occupants of the White House feel
no obligation to obey the rules them-
selves. Let us consider the Presidential
campaign of 1996. It, of course, would
not be fair if some candidates had to
obey it while others did not.

For example, it is very important
that everybody play by the same cam-
paign finance rules. Those who broke
the rules would be considered to have
cheated by those who honored the
rules. Examples of cheating would be
taking foreign money, which besides
being illegal would compromise the
foreign policy decisions of the Amer-
ican government.

Cheating would also include making
fundraising phone calls from the White
House. Cheating would also include
making deals that require campaign
contributions in exchange for a meet-
ing or in exchange for inclusion in the
trade mission or for sleeping in the
Lincoln bedroom.

Now of course other people use a dif-
ferent word to describe this kind of
cheating, it is called corruption, but
every child in schools today under-
stands cheating.
f

BAN SOFT MONEY

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the
American people are tired. They are
tired of special interests and big money
wreaking havoc on our political sys-
tem. And Mr. Speaker, they are tired of
the Republican leadership’s continued
refusal to bring up campaign finance
reform on our floor. We want to debate
it, not stand here and complain about
it. There are many proposals, Mr.
Speaker, to clean up our political sys-
tem, but at the very least we should
agree on one small step and that is to
ban soft money.

Mr. Speaker, when we ban soft
money we will tell the American peo-
ple that in our political system the al-
mighty dollar is not all mighty any
more, and at the same time, Mr.
Speaker, we will tell the people of this
country that the bucks have stopped
coming here.
f

STRENGTHENING EXISTING
CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS

(Mr. BARR of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
as part of the latest effort by the
Democrats to defend apparent illegal
campaign activities by the President
and Vice President, the gentlewoman
from New York a few moments ago said
existing law is not enough. Well, I
think she is right, existing laws are not
enough, and I would be glad to join her

in cosponsoring legislation that
strengthens our existing laws.

For example, what she might want to
join me in doing is amending section
607(a), of title XVIII to read that no
person including but not limited to the
President and Vice President shall
raise or solicit funds from any Federal
facility including but not limited to
the Old Executive Office Building or
the White House.

Or maybe the gentlewoman from New
York would like to join the legislation
that strengthens our internal revenue
codes, those provisions that relate to
improper campaign activities by chari-
table institutions, to make explicit
that among the prohibitions for 501(c)3
and (c)4 organizations from engaging in
politics are included but not limited to
Buddhist temples.

So, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the
thoughts of the gentlewoman from New
York and her interest in joining with
us in strengthening existing laws.
f

DEMOCRATS FIGHTING FOR
AMERICA’S CHILDREN

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remind my colleagues what
we can accomplish when we stand up
and fight for what we believe in.

In the last Congress, our Republican
colleagues attempted to slash the
school lunch program. They advocated
the single biggest cuts in education in
the history of the United States; they
wanted to abolish the Department of
Education. Democrats stood up, fought
for these issues, fought for America’s
children and won.

Now our colleagues on the other side
of the aisle are attempting a new as-
sault, fighting against Democratic ini-
tiatives to improve America’s schools
to set national standards for our
schools.

Democrats are fighting to rebuild our
crumbling schools, to reduce over-
crowding in our classrooms, and to es-
tablish those national standards in
reading and mathematics. Let us make
sure that students in Boston are held
to the same high standards as students
in Birmingham.

A word of warning to our friends on
the other side of the aisle: Once again,
Democrats are going to stand up and
make the fight for America’s kids, and
I predict that we will win.
f

REJECT THE LIBERAL SOLUTION
FOR OUR FAILING PUBLIC
SCHOOL SYSTEM
(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the more
things change, the more they seem to
stay the same.

Our liberal colleagues, we just heard,
have come up with a solution for a fail-

ing public school system. Well, they
are going to pass a law that tells stu-
dents what they must learn. It is that
easy.

From Washington, DC, the liberals
want to set the academic agenda for
every school in the Nation. They be-
lieve that if Congress and not our
schools or teachers tell our students
what they must learn, the problem will
disappear. The same one-size-fits-all,
Washington knows best approach that
did not work for welfare is the liberal
savior for our public school system.
And should this system fail, they have
a back-up plan. They will spend bil-
lions of taxpayer dollars to create yet
another bloated bureaucracy to find
yet another way to tell us the system
is not working.

I urge my colleagues to reject the
liberal solution and to end this non-
sense and support the Goodling amend-
ment. Let us send the money to the
school and the teachers and students
where it will do some good and not to
the Washington bureaucrats.
f
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A SEASON FOR NONVIOLENCE

(Mr. CLEMENT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, at a
celebration of India’s independence, I
had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Arun
Gandhi, the grandson of Mahatma Gan-
dhi. In a conversation which followed,
Mr. Gandhi and I discussed the planned
Season for Nonviolence, which will cre-
ate greater awareness of the principle
of nonviolence for which we honor the
lives of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Coinciding with the 50th and 30th me-
morial anniversaries of Gandhi’s and
King’s deaths, a Season for Non-
violence will begin on January 30, 1998,
with activities planned through April
4, 1998. It is, of course, hoped that the
seeds of nonviolence planted during
this time will be nurtured and fruitful
long after the official ending of a sea-
son.

A Season for Nonviolence is commit-
ted to such changes as truth, respect,
acceptance of others, negotiation, ap-
preciation of differences, and reconcili-
ation.

I encourage all of my colleagues to
participate in this great movement. It
is my sincere hope that this will be one
season without end.
f

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I offer a motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:
Mr. MILLER of California moves that the

House do now adjourn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to adjourn
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